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Their pottery, of which hundreds of thousands of
specimens fill the great museums of the world, is
easily recognized, and unlike that from any other
portion of the world. Largely it is polychrome,
usually colored in soft reds, browns, buff, white and
black; beautifully modeled and finished, and remark-
able for the variety of its intricate and complicated
designs. It is in the thin delicate nature of the
ceramic ware, the perfect firing and the truly artistic
and beautiful polychrome designs that the Nascan
pottery excels all other types. Although most of the
Nasca ware is in the more conventional forms, such
as plates, saucers, bowls, jars, cups and pots, there
are a great many imitative pieces, resembling, in their
fidelity to natural forms, the Chimu and Tiahuanaeo
pottery. But the Nasca ware is always recognizable
by its coloration and is quite distinct from all others.
The Nascans also employed pottery for making
many implements, utensils, etc,, rarely if ever,
formed of earthenware elsewhere. Among these are
flutes, trumpets, horns, Pan's-pipes, bells, whistles
and other musical instruments. Also, like many
other races, they possessed the knowledge of "whis-
tling jars," utensils so formed with double spouts that
when liquid was poured from them they emitted a
low, musical, whistling sound. In fact, there is scarce-
ly any form of utensil which cannot be found among
the Nasca pottery. In some respects, however, all
the Nasca ceramic ware is much alike. With few
exceptions it is made of a fine quality of clay rubbed
to a satiny surface, but unglazed, and with few ex-
ceptions it is, when decorated at all, embellished with
most cleverly executed paintings, each of which tells